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Newly repackaged, Making All Things New is an eloquent and simple explanation of the

spiritual life from Henri J.M. Nouwen, author of Letters to Marc About Jesus and A Letter of

Consolation and one of the best-loved spiritual writers of the twentieth century.
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Ian Acheson, “Wonderful insight into fostering a spiritual life. This is short at 96 pages and is

written in three sections, all of which are easy to read. But there is such powerful insight in the

words Nouwen uses.I can read his work every day as there is such wonderful clarity around

the understanding of the human condition plus he writes in this wonderfully melodic style that

is non-judgemental and peaceful.The book starts with identifying busyness as a key enemy to

a spiritual life. However, he highlights the fact that busyness doesn't necessarily lead to

fulfilment. He then leads us into outlining the importance of the two disciplines: solitude and

community. And it is in these two disciplines where a true spiritual life begins.I particularly

appreciate how he emphasises that prayer is about entering into God's presence so we can

understand His purposes. God is always talking so it is only in solitude that we are able to hear

God outline His plans and purposes. Jesus was an active listener and Nouwen encourages us

to develop the same habit.Highly recommended.”

Ed Barton, “The Path to a Worry Free Life Starts Here. This little book gives Nouwen's

philosophy for ending worry. The book itself is broken into three distinct elements. The first is

a discussion on worry - why we worry, what worry looks like, and how it makes us feel. The

second is a discussion of the spiritual life. Nouwen uses all New Testament quotes to give a

flavor of divine centering. Essentially, Nouwen reminds the reader of the admonition of Jesus

that the Father will take care of his people - like the birds of the air or the flowers of the field.

The spiritual life is one that is free of worry and centered on this konwledge. The final section

is the "how" to get there. Nouwen admits that it is not an easy journey, but that the actions

itself are simple - they revolve around the apparent opposites of solitude and community. He

discusses in detail what both truly mean and how to go about implementing the spiritual life

around solitude and community.The book is a quick and easy read, but is not that profound in

its teachings, depth or approach. Well written and approachable by the Christian reader

(though Nouwen hoped to write for universal application), the book is merely the invitation -

nothing more - to exploring the spiritual life.”

Imago, “So simple and beautiful, yet so profound. So simple and beautiful, yet so profound. An

amazing antidote to our consumer culture; meaning we approach the spiritual life with the

sameconsumer mentality. He leads us to spiritual formation is such a simple way and

wonderful way.  the Lectio Divine way.  peace”

Donna McDurfee, “Short but powerful book I was s. I was looking for a book that talked about

getting away with God. Within the first few pages I realized Rev. Nouwen was defining me and



the place I find myself in. It's a short book that can be read in one sitting so you can sink your

teeth into it then chew on it. I found it very helpful in giving me a goal. This book is perfect for

someone needing some relief from this maddening frantic world we live in. Being alone with the

Spirit of God will help bring calm in the chaos.”

C. Smith, “Short but wonderful principles to strengthen your faith. A short but powerful book on

how to balance faith with the pressures of this world. It's amazing to me it was written in 1981

given it sounds like he is talking about society in 2018 exactly. The ideas presented are simple

but sometimes that can really lead to being able to hold onto them and carry it with you. I really

enjoyed it.”

Ned Breslin, “Short and so sweet. Simple, eloquent and inviting - as Nouwen tends to be.

Though short in length, “Making all things new” is deep in meaning and welcomed.”

Parkmeister, “Coming home to your soul. Fr Nouwen’s words of decades ago ring as true now

as then. Maybe even more so in today’s post modern climate of disconnected life. Not long in

length but certainly containing the depth to make this a valuable read. Carve out the room in

your life for this important work.”

Mrs. A. S. Blenkinsop, “Simple and direct, but profoundly challenging.. An excellent and very

readable introduction to the spiritual life, suitable for anyone with a yearning to go deeper into

the meaning of life.”

seethroughfaith, “An invitation to the Spiritual life of a disciple .... Nouwen makes you think -

and this little volume helps you explore 'what it means to live a spiritual life and how to live

it' (p.13) I enjoyed the first section the most.”

Mrs. Colleen M. Paul, “Making all things new. Henri Nouwen, a leading North American spiritual

guide on the Christian Faith.”

The book by Henri J. M. Nouwen has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 184 people have provided

feedback.
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